BKYP Public Meeting minutes

1st November, 1.30pm City Hall Council Chambers

Chairperson: Tayyab Razak, Supporting Chairs: Lois Cochrane and Mohammed Ayaz
Present: Events register
Apologies.
	Chair opened 2nd Public Meeting of new parliament and went through the house rules.

	Bradford South MYPs invited to report on their activity since the last meeting on 9/06/2007

	Thomas Honey and Thomas Illingworth, getting a Maca (Multi Activity Community Area) in Harold Park.
· Spoke to Akhtar Malik: Senior Youth Service manager, to see what detached work was happening in the area. 
· Met with Dave Elcock: Head of Parks and Landscapes, who gave us contacts for “Friends of Harold Park”, who we are currently trying to set up a meeting with.

· We are also trying to arrange a meeting with detached youth worker Tamara MacDonald.
· Visited Harold Park and took pictures of possible location for the MACA 

	Shannon Worsly, Piers Telemaque and Katie Raynsley, Nothing to do in Bierley.
· Made a questionnaire for the Youth Workers in Bierley to find more information about the Community Centre.
· Wrote to Akhtar Malik: Senior Youth Service manager who gave contact details for the detached Youth Workers in the area.

· Arranging for Tamara MacDonald: detached youth worker for the area to come for a meeting, she will have information on Young People in the area and staff at the community centre.

· Visited the area on the 16th August, there are good outdoor areas near the centre including a huge MACA. We could not gain access to the community centre as it is not open to young people.

	Seetal Mistry, MACA in Russell Park.
· Met with Akhtar Malik: Senior Youth Service manager and Dave Elcock: Head of Parks and Landscapes. Following these meetings I have designed an action plan for where to go from here, including what to do about funding, that both Akhtar and Dave said they can help with.

	Bradford North MYPs invited to report on their activity since the last meeting on 9/06/2007

	Jonathan Cherkowski and Qasim Malik Transport: 
· Interviewed Allison Pilling from Metro, Ian Gallacher – Transport Planning Manager for Bradford Council and Peter Allan from the Bradford Rail Users Group.
· We learned that Leeds Youth Council are researching Transport and that Peter Allan wishes to create a rail link between the interchange and Forster Square.

	Samaiya Qureshi and Tahirah Sherriff: Cleaning up Greenway
· We have met with the following influential people to gain information about how to clean up Greenway Cllr David Ward, Cllr Riaz Ahmed, Andrew Hamming of Bradford Vision, Bernard Dunwoodie of Bradford North Area co-ordinators office and Liz Horn Acting assistant area co-ordinator.
· Organising a Community clean up day.

· Bernard Dunwoodie gave us some ideas about funding for getting a bin and benches in the area. 

	Hina Rasheed: Personal Safety in Ravonscliffe
· Established some of the problems, i.e. Poor lighting, overgrown bushes reducing visibility, broken pavements and barriers restricting disabled access.
· We have met with Paul McHugh, from Bradford Youth service, Bernard Dunwoodie from Bradford North area coordinators office, Andrew Hamming from Bradford Vision, Cllr David Ward and Clrr Riaz Ahmend.
· From these, found that we need to contact agencies like Bradford Community Housing Trust, the Environmental Task Force and the Neighbourhood Policing Team.

	Bradford West MYPs invited to report on their activity since the last meeting on 9/06/2007

	Wasiq Khan: Clayton Youth Shelter
· Researched youth shelters, Designs = three sides, solar panelled for lighting, see through sides, being erected, delivery and the mobility.
· Will cost around £10,000

· Attended Urban Village meeting, gained the support of the people there and £5,000 towards the cost of the shelter.

· Met with Parks and Landscapes manager for the area. Best location would be near the play area in Victoria Park, for this we need support of all three of the councillors for the area.

· Went round the area with questionnaire to gauge the level of support, majority of this was good, but there has been some resistance. This may be due to an incident in the past where a youth shelter had to be pulled down due to misuse, we hope to combat this with a 6 month trial period.

· The responses will be collated and presented to the Urban Village meeting late November.

	Jonathan Crouch: Safety in Allerton
· fed back this information into the area committee meeting members and also to the area co-ordinators to gain as much support and guidance as possible.
· Acquired contacts to get in touch with, but due to the time taken by other priorities, the progress has been slow.

	Sophia Hussain: Howarth Road Park
· Visited the park to see what is needed to be done.
· Looked into pricing for new equipment. This is proving to be very costly.

· Were informed that the park is to be pulled down to make way for a medical centre. The plans for this are in the final stages.

· Currently looking into gaining funding for a play area at Howarth Road

· Meting with Meeting with UHWT (Upper Heaton Working together) to discuss a possible £3400 to be spent on youth provision in the area.

	Shipley MYPs invited to report on their activity since the last meeting on 9/06/2007

	Jordan Moussavi: Forster Park
· Met with Shipley area committee members & area co-ordinators, they agreed funding for more bins in the park.
· Need to contact Denholme Youth Café.

	Jack Hannam-Pearson: Disability
· Devised a questionnaire for young people both with and without disabilities to complete. This is to see how best to bring the two groups together.
· We have contacted numerous groups with no response as yet.

· Arranging an event to bring both groups, among others together. (See below)

	Aasim Patankar and Abi Dunn: Myrtle Park
· have Informed Area committee members
· There are many improvements to the area being planned at the minute.

· Sports activity sessions have been held in the park.

· Planning a big event for next April to showcase young people’s achievements and abilities. Working with Mick Chandsoor Youth service Arts worker to gain funding for the event.

· Made many attempts to contact P.C Burridge but have not heard anything as yet.                                                                                           contacted 

· We have tried to contact Richard Foster regarding the disablilty issue, Alan Mainwaring to discuss the parks futures and attempted to contact Abina Dorgan, but with no joy.

· We are to rearrange a meeting that didn’t go ahead with Parks and Landscapes to disscuss the parks’ priorities. 



	Eco action day:

· MYP’s informed of this event and explained that they have a stall to promote themselves Saturday the 3rd November at the Kirkgate Centre, Shipley.

	Keighley MYPs invited to report on their activity since the last meeting on 9/06/2007

	Joanne Pybus:

· Met with Jeff Bennett the Keighley area co-ordinator and members of the area committee to gain support
· Met with Graham Walker a senior manager form the Bradford Youth service and Sherdi a group of adults which come together from different backgrounds to look at ways of bringing people together, a member of that group is Councillor John Cole.
· Attempting to contact more people, like Mel Smith form Parks & landscapes.
· We have prioritised Bracken Bank for the minute and have been awarded £2,500 

	Chair thanked MYPs for their informative updates

	Education improvement committee

	· Wasim reported on his place on the education improvement committee, who have received reports on what is being done and what needs to be done for young people. MYP’s intend to link these services with BKYP.

	Respect 4 Young People - Scrutiny Commission

	Wasim Ahmed, R4YPSc member:
· R4YPSC have finished their report on ‘Young People and the Media’. Showing the positive and negative articles and comments in both the local and national press. 
· This is being collated and will be released in the form of a newspaper. 

· The report will be fed to the Education Improvement Committee.

	Transport fund

	Qasim Malik:

· On the 2nd October we went through applications to the transport fund to see what plans deserved funding. Out of the £30,000 available £16,000 was allocated.

	YOF ratification process.

	Ruckaiya Karim:

· People can apply for project money that is checked by a panel of young people. 

	Chair invited anybody to ask questions of what has been said

	· No questions were asked.

	Chair introduced an open debate topic “Are the Monks in Burma doing the right thing?” 

	Debating “The Monks are doing the right thing” – 

· Seetal Mistry
Debating “The Monks are not doing the right thing”
· Lois Cochrane

	Seetal Mistry: opening statement

· Gave an introduction to the topic and why the monks began marching.
· The government raised the price of oil, which had a knock on effect to transport and essential food.

· The monks got involved after the government violently broke up a peaceful demonstration. The numbers increased until the government was scared, they then acted by setting a curfew, arresting many people and taking monks away to detention centres.
· The Government have detained Aung San Suu Kyi, the rightful leader of Burma for 11 years.

· She believes they are doing the right thing because they’re not using phisical violence to defend their country.

	Lois Cochrane: opening statement
· Believes the monks are wrong because this happened before and ended in violence and deaths, they should have known that this would happen again.
· She claimed that there have been reports of monks actually joining in the violence.

· People who may not believe what the monks are doing are getting dragged into the fight and as a result being killed or injured.

	· The debate that follows sees people split between either thinking that the monks were pushed to this as a final resort and people that think that because of their beliefs of not using violence they shouldn’t have even done this as it would lead to inevitable violence.
· The debate moved to oil prices, Mohammed Ayaz suggested that oil prices go up all over the world, like here but this doesn’t happen. 
· Jordan Moussavi replied by saying that there is conflict in many parts of the world over oil, i.e. Iraq. Also Jonathan Crouch mentioned that Oil isn’t the only factor to consider in Burma. Seetal added to this that Burma is a poor country and cannot be directly compared to more developed countries, to which Jordan backed up by adding that if somebody lost their job in this country they would have other avenues o pursue, this wouldn’t be possible in Burma. 
· Daisy Dooks added to this point by saying that Governments in different countries react differently to things

· In defence of the argument that the Monks aren’t doing the right thing, Abi Dunn added that all Riots are going to do is create more violence and deaths.

	· The debate moved from whether it is right or wrong to what could be done about it. Robert Greenwood suggested that ‘treaties’ had to be put in place. Daisy pointed out that there are routes like online petitions to put international pressure on the Burmese government. 
· To get rid of a military regime, you need violence. 

· In response to this Ayaz pointed out that there are more deaths in Iraq now after military intervention. On the same side of the debate, Lois brought up that nations like China and Russia have close links with Burma and we have to consider actions that they may take to our involvement.
This is a summary of the whole debate with the main points highlighted, many other people contributed to these points and 

	The Chair invited a vote by show of hands: Are the monks in Burma doing the right thing?
· There was a landslide victory in favour of that the Monks are doing the correct thing, 

A further question was asked at Lois’ request: Should Britain send troops to help
· There was another landslide victory in favour of British troops not getting involve., 



	The Chair introduced the Education Strategy Group (ESG)

	· It is a group of key stake holders to engage with the council in shaping education policy for Bradford district.

· It’s a space for people to look at the big issues in education which will feed all the information in to decision making bodies to help shape policy

	The chair asked for feedback on one of the Agenda items for the next ESG meeting, the item is parent and community involvement.

	What can be done to support parents?
· Piers: Seasonal Grants. This is for low income families, examples would be to give parents of children who receive free school meals a grant for the summer holidays. An alternative would be giving a grant in the winter to pay for higher than normal heating costs.

· Wasim: Make the adults aware of the issues that face young people, some of them have lost touch with the younger generation.          

· Joanna: Going to a dinner party where adults can discuss these issues.

How can we engage parents with schools?
· Piers: A council of parents at that school. Work like a student council            

· another suggestion later was to integrate the parent / student councils.

· Abi: Have a questionnaire to be completed at schools.

· Joanna: Parents need to speak to their children.

· John Cook: Have more parents evenings, for parents to discuss their issues rather than their childrens.

· Lois: The level of commitment would be an issue for some parents, especially single parents.

· Piers: There could be positions with less responsibility as well as Governors, so people can simply turn up and give their views without committing to work they cannot handle. Like drop in sessions.

· John Cook: Run It simultaneously to extra curricular activities so that the parents know where their children are and don’t have to leave them at home.                     



	The Chair invited Natalie Wain: Anti-Bullying Coordinator to speak

	Natalie Wain told the young people about the upcoming anti-bullying week and the events that she will be organising in Bradford centre and Keighley. 
She informed them about the event and asked if they could contribute by drawing around their hand and writing an anti-bullying message inside. All MYP’s took part in this.

	The chair informed everyone that there will be a half hour break for refreshments and to reconvene in the banqueting suite for the “Here for YOUth” event.


